
Re: Fw: 12-21 edition of Emmie Smile pdf
Monday, December 21, 2009 1:41 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Kristen Kerouac" <kkerouac@gmail.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Ellen,
I absolutely love this -- it has quickly become my favorite of all of your/Ken's works.  I've read it a few times since you sent it, and it gives some great perspective on what parents (and family) do to try to make sure their child is happy.  This is true in any loving family, but what makes this special is how it's about an adoptive family.  The book never comes right out and says anything about how Emmie was adopted, but knowing the story's background makes me think of how reading about the lengths your family went to in order to ensure Emmie's happiness will do the hearts of adopted children everywhere such good!  
For any children who have this book read to them, there are plenty of opportunities for discussion.  With each page there's something a family member tried to make Emmie happy -- I can picture reading this book to a group of 4 or 5 year olds, and with each page asking them "How about you?  Would funny faces make you smile?  Would toys make you smile?"  And then "Why?"  or "Why not?"
Let me know if there's anything more I can do to be of help -- and keep me posted on the status of this book please!
Love,
Kristen

Re: Making Emmie Smile
Monday, December 21, 2009 10:10 AM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Arghya Ray" <arghya_ray@yahoo.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Thanks Ellen! Nice!
I was looking at the files and wondering if you would ever like to consider making an animation (movie) out of this. KIDS WILL LOVE IT.

Arghya

Re: Making Emmie Smile
Sunday, December 20, 2009 9:08 PM
From: 
"Holly Pettit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisburg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>... more
Cc: 
"leona palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>
Hi All,
I second all the praise -- what great art work!  
Impressive job!  HP



Thank you
Saturday, January 2, 2010 3:18 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Ann Penta" <annpenta@gmail.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Hi Ellen,

I loved "Making Emmie Smile"!  You and Ken had really great descriptions and I really LOVED the story of "Fruit of the Vine".  It would make a great movie!

(I just saw the movie "Blind Side", with Sandra Bullock, yesterday and I thought it was terrific - very touching, sad and funny too.  I like movies that bring out several emotions!)

See you next week!

Ann 

RE: Happy Holidays from Ken and Ellen
Tuesday, December 29, 2009 2:10 PM
From: 
"Lin Jing" <ljing@allforchildren.org>
Add sender to Contacts 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Dear Ken, Ellen and Emily,

Happy holidays to you all too.

Thank you so much for your email and the picture book. It's fantastic! 

Please stay in touch and if there is anything I can do in the future, please feel free to let me know.

Happy New Year!
Lin Jing

Harriet Pincus Oken sent you a message on Facebook...
Sunday, December 27, 2009 11:10 AM
From: 
"Facebook" <notification+ksew2eyx@facebookmail.com>
Add sender to Contacts 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Harriet sent you a message.

--------------------
Subject: NEW BOOK

HI ELLEN,  WE SAW YOUR NEW BOOK ABOUT EMILY,  IT WAS WONDERFUL.  I REALLY ENJOYED THE STORY AND THE ILLUSTRATIONS. I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING THE HARD COPY.  BEST OF LUCK WITH ALL YOUR ENDEAVORS.

LOVE, HARRIET

RE: Happy Holidays from Ken and Ellen
Thursday, December 24, 2009 2:08 PM
From: 
"Lisa Smith" <yogimama@hotmail.com>
Add sender to Contacts 
To: 
"Ellen Weissburg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Dear Ken, Ellen and Emily, 


That is so wonderful about the donation for breast cancer. Especially in this economy, donations are greatly needed. 

The book is adorable! Thanks for sharing!

We got your card today, it is so very cute. Thank you!

Have a wonderful holiday and happy new year.

xoxo L

Re: Revised "Making Emily Smile"
Wednesday, December 23, 2009 1:33 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Lisa Warren" <lisalaurawarren@yahoo.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
	I like it a lot.  I think children and parents would enjoy it.  The pictures are great!  I like the theme that just a simple touching gesture means more than just things and entertainment.  
 



Re: Thank you from Ken and Ellen
Wednesday, December 23, 2009 12:53 AM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Sheila Kirkby" <sheilakirkby@gmail.com>
Add sender to Contacts 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
That is a lovely book. Thank you for sharing something so special.

Sheila

Re: Final draft of "Making Emmie Smile"
Tuesday, December 22, 2009 10:11 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>, "Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>... more
	Hi Ellen,
I just read this now! It's great! I cannot believe how talented you are.  When do you have time to write AND illustrate..Wow!   Page 9 is my favorite... the illustration is simply beautiful. I love the age progression.  
 
Not sure if this is even possible but is there any way to separate the text and the illustration for the page where she finally smiles..I thought if the text came first then it would be more of a "surprise" on the next page to see the smile.  Just a thought but not sure if it could work technically.  You know .... Grandma tried tickling and........ 
 
Great work!
Maria




Re: Fw: 12-21 edition of Emmie Smile pdf
Monday, December 21, 2009 6:15 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Dorna ." <dorna.baumann@gmail.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Hello Ellen,
I loved your new book about Emmie! You do great pics.  I don't know if it would sell as I have no idea really from an objective viewpoint. I liked it and thing it is fabulous!
Dorna

RE: Making Emmie Smile
Sunday, December 20, 2009 8:05 PM
From: 
"Jiang, Jingrui" <Jingrui_Jiang@dfci.harvard.edu>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Hey, Ellen,

Thank you!  That is really quick! and another great job.  I like the page 10 the
best (Emmie laughed finally), would it be OK to use page 10 as cover?  Could you
make page 11 a little bit cuter and not that mature? page 12 is also a kind of
too mature. I like cousin Frank's faces!! So vivid!  Just some thought, if you
do not like them, never mind.

Have a good evening!

Jane

RE:
Saturday, December 19, 2009 6:05 PM
From: 
"Jiang, Jingrui" <Jingrui_Jiang@dfci.harvard.edu>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Hey, Ellen,

Thank you for those pictures of cute Emily! You are so great. And I look forward
to seeing your new book!

Jane
Re: Making Emmie Smile
Sunday, December 20, 2009 7:38 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>
Add sender to Contacts 
To: 
"Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>... more
Cc: 
"Lee Palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>
	As far as a look-alike story; I'm just like everyone else--it sounds familiar, but it certainly is different from this!  It's great that you can illustrate & write.
 
Marie




Re: New book proposal
Sunday, December 20, 2009 7:09 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"D Cohen" <dlc.nyc1@gmail.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
That is REALLY cute!!!

RE: Making Emmie Smile
Sunday, December 20, 2009 5:47 PM
From: 
"Gina and Jerry Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>
Add sender to Contacts 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, kenyoffe@yahoo.com, "Jen Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Pettit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>, hpettit5@hotmail.com, "Leona Palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>... more
Hi Ellen,
 
I love it ... the pictures are gorgeous and I love that it's a quick read, but with a very important message.  I'm glad Emmie is smiling now!!
 
Gina

Re: Making Emmie Smile
Sunday, December 20, 2009 5:13 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"leona palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>... more
	Hi Ellen,
 
I LOVE IT ! ! !  Thanks for sharing.  Your clever and personal idea turned into a real treasure that Emmie will love and many other children will be able to identify with and enjoy.  
I just can't believe how fast you put it all together. Wow !
Let me know when a publisher scoops it up,
Lee




Re: Quick question
Sunday, December 20, 2009 11:38 AM
From: 
"Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "leona palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>... more
like everyone else said... go for it.  There are picture books of people trying to make a kid smile, but each with their own twist.  I love the picture of Nana (and the rest too).  You should do it all ... at the very least your daughter will have something from you to treasure and pass on to her kids.

Re: Emily Sad and pensive
Saturday, December 19, 2009 6:12 PM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Victor Gold" <tantramanonline@yahoo.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>
Dear Ellen,
Your drawing skills are very impressive. Go girl!

Re: Quick question
Saturday, December 19, 2009 1:19 PM
From: 
"Holly Pettit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>
View contact details 
To: 
"Ellen Weisburg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "leona palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>... more
Hi Ellen,

There is a book I think is similar, but not a copy.  At least as far as I
can tell, similar books are okay...just proves that there is a market for
that type of idea.  Anyhoo, it's More More More (Said the Baby).  It's not
really about babies, so much, as toddlers and preschoolers -- 3 vignettes in
which kids are tickled and cuddled and made to laugh by family members.
http://www.amazon.com/More-Said-Baby-Caldecott-Honor/dp/0688147364/ref=sr_1_
1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1261246635&sr=1-1.  As I said, I think this only
proves that it's a great concept, and that your book about Emily would be a nice addition to the niche.

HP
Re: Quick question
Saturday, December 19, 2009 10:31 AM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"leona palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>... more
	I've seen several books related to "smiles" -- but your idea seems to have a different twist from the ones that I am familiar with.  So I say "Go For It ! and Good Luck"
 
Mr. Grump is an early reader that I used when I taught.  It is about a man who is grumpy and everything annoys him, even a bird song annoys him.  He overcomes his grumpiness when Mrs. Grump gives him a kiss.
 
The Smile by Joy Cowley just shows how one smile can make another person smile, and it is contagious.
 
I did an Amazon search and came up with:
Smile by John Rowe
 
Smile by Leigh Hodgekinson -- When her mom says no to more cookies, chipper little Sunny loses her smile and searches the whole house hoping to get it back.    
 
I hope this helps.  If I think of any others, I'll let you know.  You might try a more advanced Amazon search.
Thanks for sending the illustrations -- I like them.  
I want to see the finished story.
Lee




RE: Quick question
Saturday, December 19, 2009 10:21 AM
From: 
"Gina and Jerry Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>
Add sender to Contacts 
To: 
"Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "Leona Palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>, kenyoffe@yahoo.com, "Jen Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Pettit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>, hpettit5@hotmail.com, "Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>... more
Hi Ellen,
 
I just read somewhere that if the muse whispers ideas to you, then listen to it and write/illustrate, whether you have hopes of publishing or not.  
 
Poor Laynie got the short end of the stick when it came to picture books, because by the time she came along, I was in the midst of reading the chapter book series aloud to Jerry, so I'm way behind the times when it comes to picture books.  I say go for it - your illustrations are fabulous, and there are several editors who look specifically for multi-cultural picture books.  Whether you publish or not, what a wonderful tribute to your daughter!
 
Gina
Re: Quick question
Saturday, December 19, 2009 9:39 AM
From: 
This sender is DomainKeys verified 
"Maria Hubert" <mthubert66@yahoo.com>
View contact details 
To: 
"Gina Rosati" <jgj3@msn.com>, "Cindy Brunelle" <brunellecs@comcast.net>, "Marie Mueller" <marieletartemueller@yahoo.com>, "leona palmer" <leep33333@yahoo.com>, "Ken Yoffe" <kenyoffe@yahoo.com>, "Ellen Weisberg" <ellenweis@yahoo.com>, "Jennifer Metcalf" <mommy_writer@yahoo.com>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit@myfairpoint.net>, "Holly Petit" <hpettit5@hotmail.com>... more
	Hi Ellen,
I've read so many children's books and the only thing I can think of that is remotely similiar is a hilarious book called Lazy Jack.  In the book there is a girl who has never laughed and at the end Lazy Jack makes her laugh and they get married....etc. The girl is not the main character in this book.  So I think you should go for it. and your drawings are terrific!  There are two versions of Lazy Jack because the first was is a bit dated with Jack's mother calling him names like Nincompoop.  Second one is nicer. 
 
Hope that helps!
Maria






